
Work Methods and Work Products of the Community Environmental Working Group 

Established in 2004, the Community Environmental Working Group (CEWG) advocates continuous 
environmental improvements at the Intel New Mexico plant, including reduction of Intel's 
chemical emissions. The Group also promotes constructive dialogue on all issues related to its 
mission.  

The CEWG has no formal control over Intel. Therefore, the improvements made come by building 
the breadth and depth of information exchanged and the weight of evidence it can muster on all 
issues related to its mission. 

The CEWG gathers, examines and pursues findings about Intel's emissions, working firsthand with 
a wide variety of sources, including the tax-funded sources in many state and federal agencies, 
such as: Air Quality Bureau of the New Mexico Environment Department, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), and New Mexico Department of Health. 

The CEWG builds specific information in discussions such as this month's program with a range of 
panelists, who volunteer expertise in relevant fields. Steve Dickens and Andy Rowland on this 
panel have helped us before, as has Jonathan Samet, former professor at UNM Medical School.    

Actual accomplishments always fall short of what might be desired, yet they still add to useful 
progress. Although CEWG discussions have been an impetus for improvements, many participants 
play needed roles including members of the public, public agencies, and Intel management and 
engineers.   

Persistent work in the CEWG forum, combined with the efforts of others, has gained major 
environmental improvements at Intel. The achievements are described in our one-page 
annual short reports to the community. 

Some highlights:  
§ The preventive maintenance schedule for the oxidizers was improved, cutting unabated 

emissions at these times by 70%. 
§ Stacks (chimneys) were raised higher to reduce the maximum ground level concentrations 

of pollutants. 
§ Redundant (backup) units were added to the thermal oxidizer pollution controls. 
§ Community-controlled testing for crystalline silica was done on Intel's stack emissions; 

federal test results (from NIOSH) found no significant crystalline silica.  
 

More details of our methods and work products are on the CEWG web site, 
see http://www.cewg.org/  

Thank you for your interest in these issues and the continuing work of the Community 
Environmental Working Group.   

http://www.cewg.org/short-reports-to-the-community/
http://www.cewg.org/

